Before examining America's involvement in Vietnam, it is first important to understand what is meant by "the Cold War." Directly after World War II, the United States and the Soviet Union emerged as the dominant global superpowers. However, the United States was vastly superior to the Soviet Union during the years directly following World War II. Europe had been devastated by the effects of the war, and its nations were attempting to rebuild and regain control of society. It was clear that the United States and 3 Ibid, 40 . 4 Ibid, 29 . 5 Ibid, 28. 6 Ibid, 35. the Soviet Union were the dominant global forces. The Soviet Union followed communism and its doctrine, whereas the United States subscribed to capitalism. When determining what would become of the post-World War II world, the Soviets and Americans came into constant conflict, with each side desiring the rest of the world to adhere to their respective ideologies. Americans had a deep hatred for communism, and Soviets had a deep hatred for capitalism. Ultimately, their ideologies had fundamental differences and were incompatible. The term "Cold War" came to be used to describe the bilateral ideological conflict between the communist Soviets and the capitalist Americans; it became a battle of East vs. West. The Americans feared that the spread of communism across the globe would limit their markets and ultimately bring down their capitalistic society. The consistent effort to subvert communism and protect capitalism formed the basis of American foreign policy for the entire Cold War, from 1945 to 1991.
The term "Cold War atmosphere" or "Cold War dynamics" refers to the way that war was being fought, not necessarily physically, at a specific period of time. It refers to events and situations occurring in the conflict between the Soviets and the Americans at a specific time. For instance, in 1950, the Cold War atmosphere can be described by the following: America had been fighting the communists in Korea, who were supported by the Soviets and Chinese; the Soviets had recently successfully tested their own atomic bomb; America was in the midst of a Red Scare in the Hollywood film industry; and the With their underlying monolithic view of communism, the Kennedy Administration, according to McNamara, followed two primary foreign policy ideas. The first was a derivative of the "Domino Theory"; they believed that if South Vietnam fell to communism it would be a grave threat to the United States and to the Western nations.
Secondly, the Kennedy Administration believed that the South Vietnamese were the only people who were capable of defending their own nation and that the United States was only able to play an advisory role. Ibid, 79. 35 Ibid, 86. 36 Ibid, 96. 
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Similar to his recent predecessors, Johnson followed the monolithic view of communism. The Johnson Administration desired an independent, free, non-communist South Vietnam. They believed that Vietnam must be free, but also able to accept 37 Lawrence, 85. 38 Williams et al, 239. American assistance to maintain security. continue to act as a "nuclear umbrella" when requested.
52
The Nixon Doctrine, sometimes referred to as Vietnamization, gave the United States a way out of Vietnam that showed to the world that the United States did all they could to help the South Vietnamese: the honourable exit Nixon was searching for. The Nixon Doctrine not only helped to set the United States on track to finally withdraw from Vietnam, but it also set a precedent for future involvement in the Third World during the Cold War, so that the United States was no longer required to intervene militarily in future conflicts. However, The Kent State killings sparked outrage across the nation and subsequently led to a major increase in the anti-war protests across American university and college campuses. 58 The anti-war protests did not solely involve students, but also Vietnam War veterans who took to the streets to protest their discontent with the war in Vietnam. In terms of the impact on the Cold War, the anti-war movement had a tremendous impact on the Cold War atmosphere. The anti-war movement affected nations across the globe, specifically West Germany and its Free University. The lack of synergy and cooperation between the civilian and military leaders of the United States also heavily contributed to their defeat in Vietnam. 67 Similarly, the United States failed to adapt to the guerrilla style of warfare that the North Vietnamese were employing. The Vietnam War was fought on a terrain that rendered the traditional styles of warfare useless. 68 The Vietnamese had lived on that land for centuries and had an incredible advantage that the United States was never able to master. Along with winning?"
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There was no way for the United States to evaluate their success in the war with no physical front for the war; there were no battle lines in the jungle. The United States military attempted to measure their progress in Vietnam by using statistics such as enemies killed, number of weapons seized, and prisoners taken but these were often erroneous and held no real significance in determining whether the Americans were "winning" or not.
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The view that Communism was all encompassing and homogeneous, the gross ignorance about the desire for self-determination held by the Vietnamese people, and the inability of the United States military to wage limited, guerrilla warfare were the major reasons why the all-powerful United States could not win a war against Vietnamese farmers. Ibid, 112. 70 McNamara, In Retrospect, 48. conflict between a hegemonic global superpower and a poverty-stricken society of farmers turned out to have the biggest influence on the Cold War.
